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PREAMBLE. 


(.! 


:1  > 


Tins  Club  is  formed  for  the  purpose  of  cultivating 
a  taste  for  elegant  literature  amongst  such  gentle- 
men as  may  be  ballotted  into  the  Society,  accoriling 
to  the  Rules  hereafter  detailed,  and  also  for  the  con- 
centration of  such  amateur  dramatic  ability  as  may 
exist  among  its  members  ;  such  ability  to  be  con- 
sidered available  whenever  it  shall  please  the  Society 
to  come  forward  to  sustain  a  dramatic  entertainment, 
either  for  the  furtherance  of  a  charitable  object, 
amusement,  or  any  other  purpose  ;  but  it  shall  not 
be  absolutely  necessary  for  admission  that  every  can- 
didate shall  bo  a  dramatic  amateur. 


CONSTITUTION. 


jl 


1. — This  Club  shall  consist  of  an  indefinite  num- 
ber of  members,  and  shall  be  governed  by  a  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President  ;  the  remaining  executive 
officers  consisting  of  a  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

II. — When  six  members  shall  have  joined  the 
Club,  it  shall  be  considered  formed,  and  these  mem- 
bers shall  proceed  to  ballot  in  other  six  members, 
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(one  blnck  ball  in  fivo  to  exclude,)  and  the  twelve 
niumbers  then  existing  shall  proceed  to  cUnt,  by  bal- 
lot, the  officers  of  the  Club,  and  shall  be  competent 
to  propose  and  adopt,  by  vote,  further  llules  and  Re- 
gulations, for  the  government  of  the  Society; — Pro- 
vided, nevertheless,  that  the  Society  shall  not,  at  any 
time,  be  competent  to  alter  these  Fundamental  Ku- 
gulations  without  the  consent  of  such  of  the  six  ori- 
ginal members  as  may  be  members  of  the  Society, 
lieing  first  obtained. 

III. — As  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  founders  of  this 
Club,  with  a  view  to  the  literary  character  of  the 
Society,  to  have  frequent  meetings  for  the  purpose  of 
hearing  original  essays  read,  and  subjects  of  general 
interest  debated,  keeping  as  much  as  possible  in  view 
(in  the  essays)  the  dramatic  poets,  the  first  regu- 
lations adopted  will  be  specially  framed  to  carry  out 
these  objects,  deciding  upon  the  amount  of  subscrip- 
tion necessary  for  the  yearly  expenditure,  in  procur- 
ing a  place  of  meeting,  and  every  necessary  outlay 
fur  stationery,  books,  light,  &c.  &c. 

(signed.) 
I— JOSEPH  SMITH  LKE, 
2— \V.  MOORE  HARTLEY, 

3— M.  SOLOMONS,  ,  Af    p  if 

4— JAMES  M.  BLACKWOOD,     ))\6V'  / 

5— SAMUEL  DAVID,    >*    M  V 

6— SAMUEL  STAPLES  FINDEN,     "^ 
7— EDWARD  M.  CARRUTHEKS,  ^, 
8— N.  U.  HUGHES,       V.  .  ;  . 
9— W.  F.  GRASSETT, 

10— J.  PORTEOUS, 

1 1— G.  R.  ROBERTSON, 

12-.CHARLES  W.  AUSTIN. 
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J.  F.  READY, 
JAMES  ARMSTRONG, 
H.  J.  IBBOTSON, 
IIY.  CHAPMAN, 
THOMAS  URE, 
EDWARD  WAY, 
PETER  DEASE, 
GEORGE  MOFFATT,  JUN., 
GEORGE  MUIR,  JUN., 
GEORGE  ELDER,  JUN., 
MALCOLM  MoLEOD, 
FREDERICK  T.  HALL. 
FREDERICK  W.  TORRANCE, 
J.  GLASS, 
LOUIS  AULDJO, 
E.  C.  BOURRET, 
DR.  SCOTT, 
ALLAN  GILMOUR, 
F  G.  JOHNSON, 
EDMUND  MEREDITH, 
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LORN  SltDOUGALL. 

EDWARD  CARTER, 

GILBERT  GRIFFIN, 

ALEXANDER  McKENZIE,     /AiLv" 

EDWARD  S.  FLETCHER, 

KOUER  ROY, 

WILLIAM  E ASTON, 

ROBERT  ARMOUR,  Jun. 

ROBERT  KERR, 

WILLIAM  TM^INAME,     \xi-^/ 

R.  McDONELL, 

HENRY  R.  TITUS, 


DocTon  THOMAS  WIIITELAW,  R.  A, 

Hon.  R.  S.  JAMESON,  Vice  Chancellor, ToROJiTo, 

GEORGE  R.ROBERTSON,  Esq.  (late  Vice  Tresi- 

dent) SUERBROOKE. 

WILLIAM  CHARLES  MACREADY,  Esq London. 
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J.  D.  PRINGLE,  Esq Cornwall 

W^M.  G.  ROSS,  Esq Quebec. 

JOHN  PENNER,  Jun.  Esq Lachine. 
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liEVISED  BYE-LAWS. 


I. — The  meetings  of  this  Club  shall  beheld  at  such 
time  and  place  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Comicil 
hereafter  established,  and  at  every  meeting  an  essay 
shall  be  read  by  a  member  of  the  Society,  to  be  de- 
tailed by  the  Secretary  at  the  previous  meeting,  from 
a  list  kept  for  the  purpose.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
essay  a  debate  shall  commence  upon  a  subject  to  be 
given  out  by  the  Chairman  of  the  previous  meeting. 


Essay  r.nd 
Debate. 


II. — To  ensure  a  regular  debate,  four  members,  ae-     Number  of 
cording  to  their  situation  upon  the  roll  of  the  Societj',  Debaters, 
shall  be  told  off  by  the  Secretary  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion given  out  by  the  President  or  Chairman  for  de- 
bate at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Club.    The  debaters 
appointed  may  agree  amongst  themselves  as  to  which 
side  of  the  question  they  will  support,  but  if  unable 
to  do  so,  the  President  shall  decide  the  matter.  When 
the  four  regular  debaters  have  spoken,  the  subject 
shall  be  open  to  the  whole  Club,  the  member  who 
opened  the  discussion  having  the  right  of  reply.  The 
President  or  Chairman  shall,  if  he  thinks  proper,  sum    Qjestion  to 
up  the  arguments,  and  the  Club  shall  divide  upon  the  upon    by  a 
question. 

III.— The  election  of  the  Officers  of  this  Club  shall 
take  place,  by  ballot,  on  the  second  Monday  in  Jan- 
uary in  each  succeeding  year.  It  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  President,  or  in  his  absence,  of  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent :  or  in  t'le  event  of  neither  of  these  officers  be- 
ing present,  of  a  Chairman  who  shall  be  appointed  . 
to  preside  at  each  meeting  of  the  Club,  to  decide  all 
questions  of  order,  and  to  perform  all  the  duties 
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usually  appertaining  to  his  office.  On  his  election, 
the  President  shall  furnish  the  Club  with  an  inaugu- 
ral address.  He  shall  be  ex  officio  the  Chairman  of 
the  Council  hereafter  established,  and,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Vice-President,  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
shall  be  ex  officio,  a  member  of  all  Committees. 

IV. — The  Secretary  shall  be  entrusted  with  the 
Minute  Book  of  the  Society,  and  shall  conduct  all  ne- 
cessary correspondence,  with  the  exception  of  that 
specially  appertaining  to  the  Treasurer's  office.  He 
will  be  expected  todraw  up  a  yearly  Report  of  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Club.  He  will  be  exempt  from  taking 
part  in  the  debates  of  the  Society,  but  will  bo  liable 
for  the  production  of  his  essay,  in  regular  rotation 
with  the  rest  of  the  members,  and  it  shall  also  be  his 
duty  to  issue  to  each  member,  on  his  election  to  the 
Club,  six  tickets  for  the  admission  of  strangers  to  the 
meetings  of  the  Society. 

V. — The  Treasurer  shall  have  charge  of  the  funds 
of  the  Society,  consisting  of  the  yearly  subscription, 
which  is  hei'eby  declared  to  be  thirty  shillings  from 
each  member,  payable  quarterly  in  advance  ;  and 
entrance  fees  of  twenty  shillings  from  each  member, 
on  admission  to  the  Club.  He  will  be  expected  to 
furnish  a  quarterly  balance-sheet  of  the  monetary 
affairs  of  the  Society.  An  order  for  money  signed 
by  eitlier  the  President  or  Secretarj-,  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  a  sufficient  voucher  by  this  officer. 

VI. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  fur- 
nish an  Annual  Report  to  the  Club,  at  least  one  even- 
ing before  the  annual  meeting  for  the  election  of  of- 
ficers; and  no  subscription  tendered  subsequent  to 
the  presentation  of  the  Report,  shall  be  received  by 
the  Treasurer,  or  entitle  the  member  tendering  the 
same,  to  vote  at  the  election  of  officers. 
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VII. — A  Committee  consisting  of  four  members, 
to  be  called  The  Council,  shall  be  elected  by 
ballot,  annually,  at  the  same  time  as  the  Officers 
and  other  Committees;  and  they  shall  be  held  res- 
ponsible for  the  internal  management  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Club.     Three  to  form  a  quorum. 

VIII. — A  Committee  of  four  members  shall  bo  an- 
nually ballotted  for,  to  be  called  the  Questions  Com- 
mittee, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  select  questions  for 
the  discussions  of  the  Club. 

IX. — A  Committee  of  four  members  shall  be  annu- 
ally balloted  for,  to  be  called  the  Library  Commit- 
tee, for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  such  funds  as 
may  bo  set  apart  by  the  Council  for  the  purchase  of 
books  for  the  Library  of  the  Society. 

X. — Tiicre  shall  be  an  order  of  members  to  be 
called  Honorary  ^lembers,  which  shall  consist  of  such 
persons,  eminent  for  their  talent,  station,  or  counte- 
nance of  such  Societies  as  the  Shakspcare  Clah,  as 
shall  be  elected  by  ballot  of  this  Society  ;  one_blaek 
ball  in  ten  to  exclude. 

XI. — There  shall  be  an  order  of  members  to  be 
called  Associate  Membei's,  which  shall  consist  of 
persons  not  resident  in  the  city,  but  who  shall,  upon 
their  occasional  visits  to  Montreal,  be  admittc^d  to 
all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  a  regular  mem- 
ber, upon  pa^'ment  of  the  entrance  fee  ; — provided 
always,  tluit  this  shall  not  entitle  them  to  vote  on 
any  question  affecting  the  laws  of  the  Society.  One 
black  ball  in  five  to  exclude. 

XII. — A  candidate  for  admission  to  this  Society, 
must  address  a  letter,  setting  forth  his  wish  to  be  a 
Member  thereof  ;  and  each  member  shall  be  provid- 
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ed  with  printed  forms  fur  the  signature  of  the  can- 
didate. This  letter,  when  signed,  and  on  the  nomi- 
nation being  seconded,  shall  be  handed  in  by  the 
proposer  to  the  Chairman,  who  shall  read  it  aloud, 
and  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Club,  the  candidate 
shall  be  balloted  for.  One  black  ball  in  five  to  ex- 
clude. 

XIII. — The  proposer  of  a  candidate  for  admission 
to  the  Society,  shall,  after  the  lapse  of  one  lunar 
month,  be  held  responsible  for  the  payment  of  the 
admission  fee  of  the  member  by  him  introduced  ; — 
should  that  time  have  elapsed  and  the  member  not 
have  signed  the  Constitution  of  the  Club,  and  the 
Treasurer  not  have  been  settled  with. 


Defaulters' 
names  to  be 
displayed  in 
Club  Room 
after  one 
quarter's 
neglect. 


XIV. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to 
display  in  some  conspicuous  part  of  the  Club  Koom 
to  be  pointed  out  by  the  Council,  the  names  of  any 
members  who  may  not  have  paid  their  dues  to  the 
Society  for  more  than  one  quarter  from  the  time  of 
such  dues  being  incurred,  and  after  one  week's  no- 
tice in  writing,  that  their  names  will  be  so  dis- 
played. 

XV. — That  inasmuch  as  all  expenses  entered  into 
by  the  President  and  Council  of  this  Society  are  in- 
curred upon  the  faith  of  the  due  discharge  of  all 
lawful  demands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Club  upon 
Resignation  i^s  members,  be  it  enacted,  that  no  resignation  shall 
not  to  be  ac-  [jq  received  until  such  lawful  dues,  viz.:  entrance 
all  dues  are  fees,  subscriptions,  &c.,  are  announced  by  the  Trea- 
l'*"*^'  surer  as  having  been  paid  up. 

Defaulters      XVI. — All  members  who  shall  be  in  default  in 
at  the  close  payment  of  their  dues  at  the  end  of  the  year,  shall 

to  .e'strS  have  their  names  struck  off  the  list,  and  shall  be  no- 
off  tbe  list. 
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tiiied  by  the  Secretary,  that  they  are  no  bnger  re- 
garded as  Members  of  the  Society;  provided  that 
they  have  previously  received  from  the  Treasurer,  nj-jj? 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  give,  a  fortnight's  notice  of  tit-e  no 
the  sum  or  sums  by  them  due  to  the  Society. 


fort- 
s  no- 
must  be 
given  to  de- 
faulters. 


XVIL— The  following  shall  bo  the  order  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Club : — 

Minutes  of  preceding  meeting  to  be  read  and  con- 
firmed. 

Essay, 

Debate  and  division  thereon, 

Candidates  to  be  balloted  for, 

New  candidates  to  be  proposed. 

Motions  to  be  debated, 

Notices  of  motions  to  be  given. 

Next  essayist  to  be  nominated. 

Next  subject  for  debate  to  be  given  out,  and  speak- 
ers thereon  to  be  announced. 

XVIII. — It  shall  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  Pre- 
sident and  Council  to  give  the  patronage  of  the  So- 
ciety to  any  dramatic  exhibition  for  any  charitable 
purpose;  and  the  Members  of  this  Society  shall  feel 
themselves  more  particularly  called  upon  to  aid  any 
object  which  may  appear  to  the  Club  deserving  of 
support. 


XIX. — The  Society's  year  shall  be  divided  into  Summer 
two  periods,  to  be  called  the  Summer  and  Winter  g^^ .  ^^"t<"^ 
Sessions ;  the  former  period  to  comprise  the  months 
of  May,  June,  July,  August  and  September,  the 
latter  period  the  remaining  months  of  the  year. 
During  the  "  Summer  Session,"  the  Club  will  meet 
once  every  fortnight ;  during  the  '*  Winter  Session," 
once  in  the  week. 


Dramatic 
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Quarter  of      X^* — ^^  member  excepting  the  gentleman  open- 

an  hour  al.  jng  the  question  and  the  Chairman,  shall  occupy  the 
lowed  to  De-  .         „   .      c^     >  n  ,  « 

baters.  attention  of  the  Society,  for  more  than  a  quarter  of 

an  hour. 


Passed  Pre. 
ftidents  to  be 
seated    uu 
Dais. 

Motions  for 
amendnient 
of  the  laws. 


XXI. — All  gentlemen  who  have  passed  the  Presi- 
dential chair,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  scat  within  the  cir- 
cle of  the  Dais. 

XXII. — A  motion  for  amendment  of  the  laws  or 
for  any  other  purpose  shall  be  made  and  seconded  at 
one  meeting  and  debated  and  decided  upon  at  the 
next;  Provided,  nevertheless,  that  it  shall  be  in  the 
power  of  the  Chairman,  the  leave  of  the  meeting  be- 
ing first  obtained,  to  take  the  matter  into  the  imme- 
diate consideration  of  the  Club. 


Five  Mem-       XXIIL — At  all  ordinary  meetings  of  this  Society, 
bers  form  u  five  members  shall  form  a   quorum  for  the  despatch 

quornni    fur      „  ,       . 
despatch    of  Ot  bUSlUCSS. 
business. 
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